
  

2025 Trial Academy 
Thursday, October 23, 2025 

Hidalgo County Courthouse | 100 N Closner Blvd | Edinburg, TX 78539 
6.75 hours MCLE credit, including 0.5 hour of ethics 

 

 

8:00 AM 
Sign-in and Seating 

8:30 AM 
Academy Overview 

Lara Brock & Nadia Bettac 

8:45 AM (0.5hr) 
Voir Dire Strategies 
Plaintiff - Will Moye 

Defense - Jennifer Doan 

9:15 AM (0.5hr) 
Opening Strategies 

Plaintiff - Javier Espinoza 
Defense - Sofia Ramon  

9:45 AM (1hr) 
Breakout Groups 

10:45 AM 
Break 

11:00 AM (0.5hr) 
Direct Examination Strategies 

Plaintiff - Laura Tamez 
Defense – Geoff Gannaway 

11:30 AM (0.75hr) 
Breakout Groups 

12:15 PM 
Lunch 

1:00 PM (0.5hr) 
Cross Examination Strategies 

Plaintiff - Charlie Ginn 
Defense - Mark Macias 

1:30 PM (1hr) 
Breakout Groups 

2:30 PM (0.5hr) 
Closing Strategies 

Plaintiff - Chip Brooker 
Defense - Rob Ford 

3:00 PM 
Break 

3:15 PM (1hr) 
Breakout Groups 

4:15 PM (0.5hr ethics) 
What it Takes to be a  

Real Trial Lawyer 
Jennifer Doan, National President - 

ABOTA 

4:45 PM 
Reception 
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REGISTRATION PRICING:  
FREE -- Section Members 
$35 -- Non-Members (includes 1-year Section Membership!) Click here to download the 
membership form or join online via your my bar page. 
 
REGISTER TO ATTEND: Click the button above to download and complete the registration 
form. Email your completed registration form to: Ray Thomas and Lara Brock. Questions? 
Email or call (877) 229-3232 Lara Brock. 
 
PARKING: Parking at the Hidalgo County Courthouse is free, but spaces are limited. The only 
entrance is on the north side of the courthouse. Park in Lot 2 (N. Closner and W. Kuhn) or Lot 
3 (N. Closner and W. Loeb), which are two blocks north of the courthouse. Look for a free 
shuttle bus that passes frequently or walk. Limited street parking is also available. 

MATERIALS: Course materials will be posted online prior to the program for registrants to 
download and view during the course. 
 

MCLE ACCREDITATION: This course has been approved for 6.75 hours MCLE accreditation 
in Texas, including 0.5 hour of ethics credit. For out of state credit, please request a Uniform 
Certificate of Attendance from the registration desk to fill out and send to out of state 
entities. 

EVENT TERMS & CONDITIONS: Please review and acknowledge the State Bar’s Terms & 
Conditions for live events prior to attending. Also, if you are not feeling well, please do not 
attend. 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: Please email Sections@TexasBar.com or call (512) 427-1420 if 
you need accommodations for a disability, and we will do our best to assist you. 

https://www.litigationsection.com/DrawOnePage.aspx?PageID=215
https://www.texasbar.com/
mailto:%20rthomas@raythomaspc.com;lara@espinozabrock.com?subject=Trial%20Academy%20Registration
mailto:lara@espinozabrock.com?subject=Trial%20Academy%20Inquiry
http://texasbarsections.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Event-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://texasbarsections.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Event-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://texasbarsections.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Trial_Academy_Registration_Form_Print_v2.pdf

